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Game Night 


If we simplify life to the terms of a game, 
we're playing a long game with deliberately small 
moves. We do all we can keep America (and 
Earth) a level game-board. We hope the bank 
tilts in our favor. We collect our opponents game- 
pieces with pride. It’s the nature of the game. 

Most of the time, the pieces don’t even 
move, and we're grateful for that stability. Ma- 
jor world events represent a hand closing in on 
a chess piece, ready to lay grip on a rook or 
bishop and shake things up in the field of play. 
It’s the same hand that smacks the doomsday 
clock after parking each piece. Your move. 

The near future brings the possibility of 
some real moves. The hand has moved from 
the celestial plate of nachos, and is about to 
wipe its face while it ponders where to put its 
next piece. This time, the clock is running 
faster. 

In less than a month we'll know a lot more 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY RYAN PATCHIN 


than we do today. A vacant Supreme Court 
seat sits adjacent to a Presidential office that’s 
up for grabs. We’re about to see a change in 
play—or a change in the pace of play—at the 
very least. 

It’s paramount to remember that games can 
be won. That’s why we play. You can also lose 
or tie—so no matter the outcome, there’s a 66% 
chance the result will be livable or better. It’s 
also important to keep in mind that losing a key 
piece isn’t game over. It’s a chance to re-strat- 
egize and see things from a new perspective. 

The coming weeks are bigger than a meta- 
phor. Decisions in the short term will have 
long-term implications, whether they suit you 
or not. One by one we'll wait in line for our turn 
in a bottomless porta-potty, where we’ll make a 
personal decision that we hope aligns with that 
of the collective majority. Because that’s the 
game we play. E 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Screwball Humor for Twisted Times 


“Notary Sojac.” What did it mean? Every 
Sunday I’d pounce on the big, colored funny 
pages the newspapers carried back then, and try 
to figure out all the bits and pieces and puns in 
the Smokey Stover strips, and there it would be, 
somewhere, each week, a cryptic sign pinned on 
a wall or on a desk reading “Notary Sojac.” 

Smokey’s creator was cartoonist Bill Hol- 
man, one of fifteen zany artists featured in Paul 
C. Tumey’s lavish coffee table tome, Screwball! 
The Cartoonists Who Made the Funnies Funny. 
Holman’s strip abounded in such nonsense, 
another of which was “Foo,” that became a na- 
tional catchword, went to WWII on the noses of 
bombers, and morphed in 1994 into the epony- 
mous rock band. 

Of the fifteen artists profiled in Screwball!, 
Smoky Stover was the only one I personally 
read as a kid, though others, like George Her- 
riman (Krazy Kat) E.C. Segar (Popeye), Milt 
Gross, and Rube Goldberg, I enjoyed later. 
Goldberg, still remembered today, Tumey de- 
scribes as “fearlessly silly,” and the “Napoleon 


of the nuthouse.” Goldberg lived and created 
from 1883 (as soon as he managed to wield 
a pencil) until 1970, although I’d venture that 
more folks today recognize the name in con- 
nection with his absurd “Rube Goldberg” con- 
traptions. 

To please his parents, Goldberg studied 
engineering at UC, Berkeley, but submitted 
cartoons to their humor magazine, The Pelican. 
Goldberg reported later that when a professor 
devised a gadget to measure the Earth and 
called it a “Barodik,” he became enraptured by 
contraptions. 

What makes a cartoonist? What tips a “nor- 
mal” cartoonist over into the Screwball abyss, 
where everything spins, skewed, out of propor- 
tion, out of control? Most of Tumey’s subjects 
cast a cockeyed angle of view on the quotidian, 
reporting in pencils and ink the craziness and 
disconnects they observed in mankind’s daily 
strivings. Goldberg’s immensely complicated 
contraptions constructed to do one simple task 
are hilarious for just that reason; all that elbow 


grease to create an elaborate solution for a task 
you could accomplish with a flick of your finger. 

Do dictators have a sense of humor? Have 
cartoonists ever become despots or dema- 
gogues? ld wager not, simply because a car- 
toonist, even a screwball one, must be to see 
other human beings as people and be able to 
empathize with their shared helplessness, their 
triumphs and failures as they coped with life. 
While some of these cartoons illustrate racial 
and ethnic bias of their times, the humor and 
human silliness are the focal points. Screwball! 
is a fine, funny, and historic collection that will 
bring a bit of laughter to both cartoon newbie 
and seasoned comic nerd. And we can use 
some humor, now. 

They say all things come to those who wait. 
Maybe, maybe not: I never got that pony. But 
now, after a mere 70 years, author Tumey has 
enlightened me on the ubiquitous “Notary So- 
jac.” It seems it was Bill Holman’s interpreta- 
tion of the Gaelic “Nodlaig sodhach,” or, “Mer- 
ry Christmas!” E 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | COMING ATTRACTIONS | BY BRETT BURGER 


FALL HORROR FILMS 


I love Fall. Period. I absolutely adore the 
leaves changing, the cold air and plenty of 
scarves. While autumn has settled in, so has 
another great time of the year: Halloween. 
Over the years, I’ve gained a love for scary 
movies. I'll admit, I’m not a horror fanatic and I 
don’t need to see people get their heads ripped 
off by rusty metal machines—I’m looking at 
you, Saw. However, I love a good zombie moy- 
ie, post-apocalyptic or just a standard slasher 
thriller. Below is a list of movies I will be return- 
ing to leading up to Halloween. 


SCREAM 


Immediately when I had the idea to write 
this column, I knew the Scream franchise 
would not only be on the list, but they would 
sit on top of it. I’ve been a fan of these movies 
for as long as I can remember. It’s thrilling, it’s 
got your typical jump scares that you know are 
coming but you jump anyways... and it’s campy 
as hell. The Scream movies also set a precedent 
on what slasher films can be with its selfaware 
camp and gimmicky moments. 

Let’s also not forget the iconic cast of these 
movies including Neve Campbell, Courteney 
Cox, and David Arquette—who have all signed 
on for the latest installment, Scream 5. They’ve 
also signed incredible actors to play supporting 
roles across all four movies like Laurie Metcalf, 
Jerry O’Connell, Jada Pinkett Smith, Emma 
Roberts and Hayden Panettiere...Justice for 
Kirby. 


TRAIN TO BUSAN 


Train to Busan originally came out in 2016 
as an action horror film from South Korea. I 
love zombie entertainment whether it’s video 
games, movies, or TV shows. I’ve seen a lot of 
them but Train to Busan is one of my favor- 
ites. They take the typical formula for a zom- 
bie movie but flip it just a bit so it feels fresh 
and different. Train to Busan has a timely feel, 
since most of us are locked inside and the char- 
acters are locked on a moving train. The paral- 
lels make it feel almost too real and relatable. 
The movie also has a sequel, Peninsula, which 
was released earlier this year. 


HALLOWEEN (1978) 
AND HALLOWEEN (2018) 


Is it even Halloween without an annual 
viewing of...well...Halloween? This movie 


brings nostalgic feelings as my dad is a big 
fan of them and I remember my mom trying 
to scare us by playing the iconic theme song 
on the piano. Its Halloween franchise inspired a 
long line of slasher films and has cemented it- 
self as one of the best of all time. Why? Because 
of its simple but scary writing. The antagonist 
of the series, Michael Myers, a serial killer who 
was committed to a sanitarium as a child after 
murdering his sister, is mysterious. We know 
hardly anything about him other than his thirst 
for the kill. 

The series is critically acclaimed for bring- 
ing the idea that no one is safe whether you live 
in a city or a small town neighborhood that you 
think 


THE BLAIR WITCH PROJECT 


Before there was the Paranormal Activity 
franchise, there was The Blair Witch Project. 
This movie is praised for reviving the found- 
footage technique, in which a group of student 
filmmakers hike in the Black Hills in Mary- 
land. They set out to film a documentary on a 
local legend named the Blair Witch however 
they disappear and what viewers see is the foot- 
age that was recovered. 

I think what I love so much about this movie 
is the rumor mill tha started where people tru- 
ly believed it was real. They thought the movie 
was real footage and that’s kind of exciting to 
think about while you watch it. E 
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OUR SCENE 
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Travel enriches and enlightens, that’s for 
sure. To make the experience even more re- 
warding, many visitors abroad choose to con- 
centrate on a focal interest: cooking, hiking, 
whatever. Over many trips I’ve tried to incorpo- 
rate a dive into Jewish life and culture as I wan- 
der through a historic city. Here are some of the 
most meaningful stops along the way, whether 
one is devout or simply fascinated by the history 
and culture that unfolds. 

Delta has reactivated direct flights to Am- 
sterdam, so let’s start our tour in the heart of 
that fascinating city—since the 17th century, 
one of the most welcoming on the continent for 
Jews fleeing harsh treatment elsewhere. 

Perhaps the most famous of these immi- 
grants was the Frank family. The house where 
young Anne wrote her poignant diary is one of 
the city’s most-visited sites (expect long lines). 
To clamber through passages to hidden rooms- 
today left bare—is a moving experience, as is a 
look out the window onto the street below, fes- 
tive with tourists—a photograph taken through 


TRAVEL| BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


EUROPE THROUGH A JEWISH LENS 


that very window in the 1940s depicts a Nazi 
military parade passing by. 

No doubt you'll visit Rembrandt’s house. 
He wasn’t Jewish, but the neighborhood was, 
and so were several of his portraits’ subjects. 
Nearby, the Jewish Historical Museum has 
been created by joining four 17th-century syna- 
gogues—including the Great Synagogue of 
1675, an Ashkenazi (German heritage) congre- 
gation now showcasing a history of Jewish life 
at the time. The lovely Portuguese Synagogue 
of 1675, serving a Sephardic (Spanish heritage) 
congregation, offers a candle-lit ambience of 
serenity. 

On the pavement rises the statue of the Strik- 
ing Worker, memorializing a city-wide strike in 
1940 against Nazi round-ups. It’s on the self- 
guided walking-tour map, commemorating sites 
of Jewish importance, including the Hollandse 
Schouwburg Theater. Commandeered as a col- 
lection point for those about to be deported to 
the camps, it’s now imbued with new life as the 
National Holocaust Memorial. The adjoining 


National Holocaust Museum—once a Jewish 
school—was another departure point for chil- 
dren held captive in the nursery next door (and 
frequently smuggled to safety by their Dutch 
neighbors). The city’s interactive Dutch Resis- 
tance Museum dramatically unfolds the stories 
of everyday citizens of all stripes, who aided 
Jews and sabotaged the occupying Nazis. Don’t 
miss it. 

Next, cross the channel to Prague, rich with 
Jewish heritage. When the Nazis rolled through 
Czechoslovakia, they murdered its Jews and de- 
stroyed their communities. But not in Prague’s 
ghetto. After exterminating its inhabitants, its 
buildings were left intact, slated to be a “muse- 
um of an extinct race,” according to Hitler’s plan. 
A macabre Disneyland. 

This had never been a teeming, crowded 
ghetto: Lovely Art Nouveau apartment build- 
ings bloom everywhere. Today visitors can tour 
the quarter’s four historic synagogues from the 
1500s (as well as the elaborate Spanish Syna- 
gogue of 1868), the Ceremonial Hall, used for 
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burial preparations, and perhaps the most evoc- 
ative cemetery in the world. 

The Maisel Synagogue of 1590 was an ornate 
emblem of Prague’s (and its Jews’) Golden Age. 
The Emperor allowed Jews out of the ghetto, 
and even permitted them to print books in He- 
brew—an industry which became Prague’s 
claim to fame. Today the synagogue has become 
the Jewish Museum of Prague, with 40,000 
precious historic religious objects the Nazis 
stashed inside it—menorahs, Torahs, Sabbath 
candlesticks. 

Across the street, the Pinkas Synagogue of 
1535 serves as a memorial to the country’s mur- 
dered Jews, whose names are inscribed on its 
stark walls, along with the titles of the vile ex- 
termination camps. A recording scrolls through 
each and every name as a cantor’s voice sings 
the kaddish prayer for the dead. Drawings by 
children imprisoned at the nearby Terezin camp 
convey a poignant message. “Here there are no 
butterflies,” wrote one. “I’d like to go to a place 
where people didn’t get killed,” another tot in- 
scribed. 

Skirting the nearby Klausen Synagogue 
is Prague’s famous Jewish Cemetery—a tiny, 
walled enclave of 12,000 tombstones from 1430 
onward, packed upright as tightly as a deck of 
cards. The gilded Spanish Synagogue, a few 
blocks on and a few hundred years younger, 
now acts as an exhibit space for historic Torahs 
amid its ornate Moorish splendor. Outside, a 
statue of Prague’s noted Jewish philosopher 
portrays Franz Kafka with a tiny head atop an 
outsize suit. 

On an earlier visit in 2009, I had talked with 
Leo Pavlat, director of the Jewish Museum, who 
felt positive about the emerging environment. 
Under the Nazis and the equally anti-Semitic 
Communist regime, practicing religion had 
been forbidden. Today the government lends 
support to the museum’s educational mission in 
school classrooms. And at last Prague had pro- 
cured a rabbi again. 

Terezin, the Gestapo’s camp, lies about 
an hour away (tours from Prague available). 
Today its victims are buried outside the walls, 
overseen by a giant Star of David. Inside the 
fortress, the first thing the eye can spot is 
the ironic slogan, “Work Makes You Free.” 
One sight the inmates never were allowed to 
see, however, was the “model camp” build- 
ing—shiny mirrors above individual shaving 
sinks—erected solely to impress Red Cross 
inspectors. Everything else is chilling, and 
left unrestored. 

Poland’s homegrown anti-Semitism dove- 
tailed with the Nazis’. Yet the entire city of 
Warsaw was savagely flattened by the Nazis in 
reprisal for its courageous but doomed Uprising 
of 1944. Today, the heroic event is re-lived in the 
Warsaw Uprising Museum, with its reenactment 


of that amazing 63-day struggle through news- 
reels, illicit photos, and smuggled diaries. Not 
only the ghetto’s Jews perished in concentra- 
tion camps, but countless Christian clergy and 
countless dissenters. 

To learn the story, I joined a free walking 
tour of Jewish Warsaw (www.freewalkingtour. 
com), once second only to New York in Jew- 
ish residents—400,000 before mass murders; 
3,500 today. Our guide led us to the Heroes of 
the Ghetto sculpture, rising from the site of 
the Great Synagogue of 1879, blown up by the 
Nazis. The one remaining synagogue, Nozyk— 
never damaged but used as a stable during Nazi 
rule—documents life of the present Jewish com- 
munity. 

Our walk continued to Umschlagplatz, aka 
Transport Square (next stop: Treblinka camp), 
passing a sculpted memorial sewer, represent- 
ing the escape route of a lucky few. We paused 
at the site of the famous bridge connecting the 
“small” and “large” ghettos, where today a mul- 
timedia art installation tells the story. 

We ended our walk at the engaging Polin 
Museum of the History of Polish Jews, which 
interactively recounts 1,000 years of Polish 
Jewish history, from medieval times when the 
country welcomed these newcomers to current 
days. It’s huge and it’s mesmerizing; plan for 
half a day here. Nearby, a statue pays tribute to 
a spunky kid named Raymond Liebling, part of 
the Jewish Resistance. You might know him by 
his adopted name, Roman Polanski, who recre- 
ated these times in his film “The Piano.” And, 
remember the best-seller (and film) called “The 
Zookeeper’s Wife”? You can also visit the zoo’s 
villa, where many Jews were hidden. 

In Krakow, three hours by train, another 
free Jewish walking tour investigates life before 
and during the war. Several synagogues remain, 
as does the medieval cemetery crowded with 
tombstones. 

In their midst, the Galicia (region) Museum 
commemorates in moving photographs, the 
Jewish synagogues and cemeteries destroyed 
by the Nazis, and the humiliations, and worse, 
these people endured. Here, in the heart of the 
former Jewish Quarter, restaurants circling a 
greensward tempt visitors with classic Jewish 
dishes. 

Close to the camp-transport site stands the 
Eagle Pharmacy, run by a Catholic pharmacist 
who saved many Jewish lives through his under- 
ground activity (as accounts from former ghetto 
residents attest)—supplying everything from 
fake documents and medicines to hair dye to 
forestall transports for seniors. On the transport 
platform, rows of empty chairs serve as a grim 
memorial. And, across the river, there it is: the 
now-famous factory of Otto Schindler, another 
savior, open to tour. 

So is Auschwitz, the camp where over a 


million people were murdered. “Arbeit macht 
frei”—work makes you free—mocks the gate’s 
sign. We toured the camp on a drizzly day, 
aghast at dormitories, brothels, prison cells, 
medical experimental wards. The gas cham- 
bers. The crematorium. 

A few years later found me in Bucharest, 
capitol of Romania—a country just as enthusias- 
tic about Jewish annihilation as Hitler himself. I 
set out to discover the city’s Jewish District, now 
a shabby, forgotten neighborhood, which once 
held half a dozen of the country’s 1,500 syna- 
gogues. Three in Bucharest still hold services, 
including Choral Temple, launched in 1857, 
destroyed in the 1866 pogrom, rebuilt in 1867, 
ransacked in the 1941 pogrom, and so the story 
goes. Nearby, a Holocaust Memorial gives testa- 
ment to documents which show that no country 
outside Germany itself was more eager to enact 
“the final solution” than this one. 

Ukraine, too, is rich in Jewish heritage. Jews 
streaming to Odessa launched businesses along 
an affluent avenue actually called Jewish Street 
(where, later, Nazis established not one, but two, 
Gestapo headquarters to orchestrate the round- 
up). Out of 66 former synagogues, five remain. 
A Holocaust memorial commemorates the loss. 

In Ukraine’s capital, vivacious Kiev, a tour 
through its Jewish history commences at a ra- 
vine where 150,000 perished in two days. Today 
the area serves as a memorial park with evoca- 
tive monuments, including a giant sculpted me- 
norah. 

I returned to the town center to explore 
today’s rising Jewish neighborhood, where 
three active synagogues welcome visitors. 
Here, young mothers emerge from the nearby 
mikvah [bath] and gather in its courtyard to 
supervise their toddlers’ play. Life, indeed, 
goes on. 

Let’s end our tour in sunny Spain. In Toledo, 
to be exact— a medieval wonderland of spires 
and turrets crowded into a tangle of enticing 
alleys. The city’s Roman ruins peak out every- 
where. After them came the Jews, the Moors 
and the Christians, and many holy buildings 
contain traces of all three, thanks to centuries 
of repurposing. 

It’s especially evident in the synagogues in 
the Jewish Quarter, where two of its original 
eight survive. The 12th-century Synagoga de 
Santa Maria in Blanca was rechristened when 
Jews were forced from Spain in 1492. It remains 
still moving in its simple, white serenity. Nearby, 
the similarly-simple Synagoga de El Transito of 
1391, embellished with Moorish and Gothic mo- 
tifs, today serves as a museum of precious Sep- 
hardic Jewish artifacts. Visitors can explore a re- 
stored Jewish house of the 14th century and the 
mansion of Samuel ha-Levi, which now serves 
as a museum dedicated to Toledo’s favorite son, 
the painter El Greco. E 
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Cosmic Bowling Fri & Sat! 


Private or semi-private room 
reservations accepted. 


Social distancing compliant in all areas 
of bowling, bar, & restaurant. 


SMALL TO LARGE GROUP RESERVATIONS: 
952-929-6810 2939 HENNEPIN AVE S, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 
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Whether you live there or you just need a 
reason to get out of the house during this nev- 
er-ending quarantine (tip: ask yourself the last 
time you wore non-sweat pants. If the answer is 
more than one week ago, you need to get out 
of the house), the Twin Cities West Metro is a 
spot that is beloved by its community for many 
reasons. Chief among them? The community 
itself. 

Randy Holst, owner of a Golden Valley UPS 
store, is an example of the West Metro’s warm, 
welcoming community. For Holst, his roots be- 
gan in Minnesota, though a different side of the 
metro. 

“I grew up in Stillwater, Minnesota. I did not 
do well in school due to learning disabilities 
especially with reading. I did, however, like to 
work and keep busy. Thankfully I was able to 
learn quickly and excel without a formal edu- 
cation. Each new job was a step forward, and 
I had some great friends who stuck with me 
along the way and helped me learn and grow,” 


Holst says. “I have found that helping others 
in business and personally repays you over and 
over again. I also find that we must continue 
to learn.” 

Holst says he became a business owner be- 
cause of the support of people in his life who 
never stopped believing in him. 

“One was a great friend, Dan Clausen, who 
asked me to work for the company and took me 
on to help open stores. He taught me so much 
about business, and I will always be grateful for 
what he taught me,” Holst says. “The other is 
my ex-partner and current business partner, 
Doug Lyon. He believed enough in me to sup- 
port me financially while I was able to build the 
business to what it is now.” 

And the support doesn’t stop at Holst. The 
love and strength that he received from his 
loved ones continues on in his business, which 
he has dedicated to giving back to the commu- 
nity. 


“I believe it is important to give back to the 


community. I also believe it is important to be 
out. I have struggled with this in the past, as it 
is tough as a small business that is often con- 
fused as being a big business. I am just the little 
guy with the Big Brown Name,” Holst says. 
“We would sponsor bingo or a booth at Pride 
only to give the parent company the recogni- 
tion. This was a big part of our advertising bud- 
get, so we had to drop it. Our theme was ‘Fol- 
low the Bubble Wrap Road to The UPS Store.’ I 
was dressed as Dorothy.” 

But regardless of what Holst’s UPS store 
is or is not financially capable of, there is one 
thing that no amount of money can buy: com- 
munity. 

“I found that my community and friends 
have become my family,” he says. “Old and 
young, they are priceless to me and mean more 
to me than any item I could possess.” 

For more information about Holst’s UPS 
store, visit goldenvalley-mn-1886.theupsstore- 
local.com. E 
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War of the Amenities: 


By Ryan Patchin 


The vertical sector of the city is more popular than ever. Condos are 
launching upright at record speed, creating countless available spaces 
that offer three-dimensional living. Parking underground, sleeping in 
the sky—condos seem to bring a certain security that is more valuable 
now than ever. With all the competition in town, what are the amenities 
that are luring buyers or renters to prospective properties? 

A fitness center is standard equipment within any condominium, re- 
gardless of the age. Sometimes it’s a few free-weights next to a tired 
collection of As Seen on TV muscle-machines. Sometimes it’s a lot more: 

The Carlyle, 100 Third Avenue South, offers a top-notch, well-man- 
aged fitness center that rivals the one you currently drive to. The 24/7 
gym has a plethora of late-model equipment, with luxury locker room 
amenities—like a steam room and always-stocked towels— to match. 
Caretakers at The Carlyle are on hand to keep the facility spotless and 
sanitized. In a sea of fitness centers, the focus and attention dedicated to 
this space is impressive to say the least. 

On the other side of downtown, The Grant Park Condos at 500 E 
Grant St, offers a similarly plush workout experience, replete with luxu- 
ries like a tanning bed and a dedicated massage room—along with all the 
equipment you'd expect to find at a state-of-the-art fitness factory. 


Mile-High Minneapolis 


i 


Photo courtesy of BigStock/pressmaster 
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Fitness for people? Easy. But what about fitness for Fido? If you’re 
planning a move into the clouds, you'll want to be tethered to a place that 
has your doggo in mind. While many places allow pets, some places go 
above and beyond just allowing pets, making deliberate design choices 
with your furriest of family in mind. 

Nordhaus, 315 1st Ave NE, was made with the Minnesota dog-owner 
in mind. The Nordhaus offers several dog-runs, on multiple levels of 
the building—including an indoor walk for those February freezers. The 
Nordhaus also has a dog wash so you can keep your pooch properly 
pampered. 


Photo courtesy of BigStock/Maridav 


Head over to the North Loop and you'll find Junction Flats at 643 
N 5th St. The property boasts the largest dog walk in the North Loop, 
along with an onsite pet spa. The décor around the building carries a pet 
theme, reminding you and your dog that you’re both at home. 

Back to people-pleasers, cruise on over to Loring Park where you'll 
find an enclosed neighborhood. The LPM Apartments at 1369 Spruce 
Place have put together a community experience that’s as open to outsid- 
ers as it is residents. The ground level of the LPM features a breakfast 
diner on one side, and an award-winning brewery holding down another. 
Casual dining options that are even more attractive as more and more 
people are working from home. A few steps outside leads to fine dining 
options, pizza, and groceries. 

New, residential construction seems to be the current lifeblood of 
downtown, and developers are getting creative in an effort to draw resi- 
dents. The Legacy Condominiums, at 1240 S 2nd Street seem to have it 
all. 

Living at The Legacy Condominiums means you have access to the 
swimming pool and hot tub, community room—equipped with full kitch- 
en, sauna, fitness room, weight room, game room, golf simulator, com- 
munity patio and grilling space, lawn bowling, outdoor dog run, outdoor 
playground, pet grooming area, indoor pet relief area, and a “coffee” 
Room. Meanwhile you’re in the heart of downtown, next-door to nosh- 
ing and nightlife (when that’s allowed). 

If you’re looking to make a move, now could be the time to head 
downtown. Constant construction means more units available than ever 
before, whether you’re looking for new construction or something with 
aged character—both are in abundance. Perhaps you have safety con- 
cerns, and rightfully so, but remember that these options typically in- 
clude a locked, underground parking structure that leads to a secure 
elevator—meaning you never have to step foot on surface streets during 
cold days or late night departures. 

Unmatched comfort, security, and the views to match; maybe it’s 
time to check out what vertical life has to offer. E 
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COVID-19 has taken a lot from us, 
but there are two things it Canı never- 


take away: our patios and OU 


By Kassidy Tarala 


The only thing better than going out for 
dinner and drinks is going out for dinner and 
drinks with your dog. I know my dog, Harvey, 
is a big fan. Though my partner and I have 
been avoiding going to restaurants during the 
pandemic (which sadly, yes, includes patios), 
many people have taken advantage of the out- 
door, socially distanced dining options. Which 
means so have the pups! 

Here’s a list of some pet-friendly patios in 
the West Metro: 


MOLS, 


rá 


BREAD & PICKLE - MINNEAPOLIS 


This Lake Harriet staple is beloved by all 
guests—whether theyre on two legs or four. 
To adhere to COVID-19 health restrictions, all 
customers are asked to social distance and wear 
masks when ordering at the window. But for those 
of you who would rather find your own spot for a 
picnic, Bread & Pickle is also offering takeout and 
delivery options! You can also order online for 
curbside pickup. Even before COVID-19, Bread 


= 


Fo ONDO 


& Pickle was supporting the community with its 

-local menu consisting of Peterson Limousin 
Beef, Beeler’s Pure Pork, Ellsworth Cooperative 
Creamery, Ferndale Market, Garden Farme, Lar- 
ry Schultz Organic Farm, Sonny’s Ice Cream, Tiny 
Diner Farm, and cheddar cheese from Wisconsin. 


THE COPPER COW — MINNETONKA 


Okay, anywhere that has truffle fries is on my 
list. And Minnetonka’s Copper Cow certainly has 


Continued on page 22 
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them. Not to mention, an entire dinner menu, 
brunch menu, boozy shakes (is this heaven?), 
and more. Stop by the restaurant’s idyllic patio 
for a nice glass of wine, a cocktail, or a boozy 
shake (I recommend the Americana... loaded 
with cookie dough ice cream, bourbon, a donut, 
a chocolate chip cookie, and chocolate sauce... 
you'll thank me later) with your pup, and please, 
for the sake of your well-being, order the truffle 
fries. 


CAMPIELLO RISTORANTE 
& BAR — EDEN PRAIRIE 


A glass of red wine, a big bowl of pasta, and 
my dog is how I describe my perfect date... is 
that weird? Who cares. At Campiello Ristoran- 
te & Bar, it will be your favorite date night, too. 
With a patio that feels like it’s straight out of 
Tuscany, you and your dog will be instantly 
transported to a picturesque Italian vacation, 
complete with loads and loads of carbs, of 
course. Pick from a variety of pastas, pizzas, 
drinks, and desserts (sign me up for the but- 
terscotch budino!). 


TAVERN ON FRANCE — EDINA 


Sometimes, all we need is some good, clas- 
sic comfort food. At Tavern on France, that’s 
exactly what you (and your furry friend) will 
get. Home of the build-your-own burgers, 
salads, and pizzas, Tavern on France is the 
perfect place to go when you’re craving some- 
thing specific. So specific, in fact, that it isn’t 
necessarily already on the menu. But if you 
don’t want to think too hard, I recommend the 
spicy ginger seared tuna, grilled shrimp and 
scallop skewer, or the farmers market pizza 
(all followed by the build-your-own s’mores, of 
course). 

Whatever you’re in the mood for—pasta, 
pizza, some donuts, or anything in between- 
you can enjoy in the cozy Minnesota autumn 
weather with your furry best friend (and a 
mask, please!). E 
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Sick of taking your dog's crap? 


- Uptown Fitness is open and training 
members in person again. 


- We have always specialized in small 
group training. Our maximum of 4 
members with a coach still stands and is 
perfect for the new normal of social 

ON oye se se oe 9° OY distancing. 


- We have the procedures and protocols 
in place to be the safest, best and most 
results-oriented gym around 


- We're about serving the community. We 
believe in inclusivity, and believe racism 
and hate have no place in this world. 


- Call or visit our website to schedule 
your "No Sweat Intro” to get started. 


WWW.PETYARDPICKUP.COM 


92300 | PETY: 612-315-4152 1207 Lagoon Ave. 
(6121 768-0598 | PETYARDEPETYARDPICKUFCON www.uptownfitnessmn.com Minneapolis 
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Friends in 
‘the Goyt borh 


eee OE: gp 


By Holly Peterson p 


There are few things that shape us as much 
as our pets and our neighborhoods. In that spir- 
it, Lavender sought out Minneapolis couples 
and asked them to give us a little peek at those 
two parts of their lives. Interviews are edited 
slightly for clarity. 


ROSE AHMANN, JEAN 
ZIMMERMAN, AND REGGIE 


Rose and Jean, both former teachers, re- 
cently celebrated 21 years together. Their dog 
Reggie was a treasured member of their family 
for 15 of those years. Unfortunately, they had to 
put him down last May. They miss him dearly. 

What drew you to your neighborhood 
initially and why do you stay? 

Victory is a great neighborhood. We watch 
out for each other and care for our green space 
and the Memorial it represents. 

Rose grew up on the northside, moved to 


rural Minnesota, and then came back to NOMI 
(NOrth MInneapolis) for a job. Jean is from 
Chicago and loves the cultural and ethnic di- 
versity of the neighborhood. 

Reggie’s Favorite Spots? 

We live on Victory Memorial Drive, so we 
took Reggie on frequent walks up and down the 
green space. We used to take Reggie to Kim’s 
Dog Kair, but Kim Kenitzm, who is a fabulous 
groomer, is now in Robbinsdale at Bark and 
Bathe. 

We have the best vets at Camden Pet Hos- 
pital. When Reggie was ready to go over the 
Rainbow Bridge, our vet recommended MN 
Pets for the journey. The vet came to our house 
and we were all together at home through the 
last moment. 

Reggie’s absolute favorite place was the 
cabin, up near Hackensack, MN. 

Favorite places for a couple’s night out? 


Photo courtesy of Pawsh Photography. 


Nonna Rosa (Robbinsdale) has amazing 
Italian and we loved bringing Reggie to Wicked 
Wort Brew Pub for beers on their patio. We 
also enjoy Dancing Bear Chocolate. 

What changes have you seen in your 
neighborhood this year? 

During the time after George Floyd’s mur- 
der we had a fire in our business sector that has 
still not been repaired. We see many more peo- 
ple out on the Parkway, walking, biking, run- 
ning. Several book clubs are meeting outside 
on the green space, and The Yoga Room (Lau- 
rie Schlosser) holds classes on the parkway. 


ZAYLORE STOUT, ORE 
LINDENFIELD, AND LAKOTA 
Zaylore and Ore just celebrated their 6-year 
anniversary. They dream of winning the lottery 
so Ore can buy a ranch and run a dog rescue. 
For now, the couple is content with their dog 
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DESIRABLE END UNIT IN THE HEART OF THE 
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Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans 
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Ending Veteran Homelessness in Minnesota 


At the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak in Minnesota, MACV knew of 276 
Veterans without a home. Changes to our “new normal” are causing closures and 
restrictions which create additional barriers to stability forVeterans, their families, 
and hundreds of others who have served. Our Veterans remain resilient, but often 
live with low financial security and struggle to find or maintain safe housing. 


Sw 


JE RRY A. BURG e Basic needs such as shelter and food 


In this time of uncertainty, MACV expects to see an increased need for the 
following support: 


e Employment 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 


e Legal advisement 


A p e Transportation 
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(612) 822-0865 


www.jerryaburg.com Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans 


1000 University Ave. St. Paul | www.MAC-V.org 
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Photo by Rose Ahmann 


Lakota, who has been a part of their family for 
five years. 

What drew you to your neighborhood 
initially and why do you stay? 

We LOVE our house. We both lived in Cali- 
fornia previously and believed that owning a 
house just might not be in the cards for us. 
When we saw our house in North Minneapolis 
we immediately fell in love with it — it reminded 
us of our college days in Orange County. After 
moving in, we met our amazing neighbors. Our 
block is so diverse. It’s exactly what a home 
should feel like. 

Favorite places for a couple’s night out? 

We LOVE Super Moon Buffet! It’s not un- 
common for us to be spotted there for a birth- 
day celebration—and, this year, even for our 
anniversary. We fell in love with the place when 
we lived in St. Louis Park. It’s the closest thing 
we have to a Las Vegas buffet, which used to be 
a mere four hours away for us. There is always 
something for everyone there, regardless of 
any dietary restrictions. The COVID protocols 
they’ve implemented are great, too. 

Lakota’s Favorite Spots? 

Every day — well, winter days can be rough 
— we walk Lakota through the North Missis- 
sippi Regional Park. On hot days, he’s chasing 
after sticks thrown into the river, but most days 
he’s just panting after squirrels. 

We recently had a family photo shoot taken 


Photo courtesy of Pawsh Photograph 


by Lisa Peterson, of Pawsh Photography, at 
Rice Creek Regional Trail North Access. Since 
then, we’ve committed to taking our bikes to 
ride through the park and explore it further. 

Sadly, we haven’t been to the Victory Prai- 
rie Off-Leash Dog Park since Lakota sustained 
an injury to his leg while running around. It 
might be time for us to get him back out there 
with his friends. 

What changes have you seen in your 
neighborhood this year? 

There have been a ton more pet adoptions 


all around, which we think is great! Neigh- 
bors have been much more neighborly since 
we are all spending much more time at home 
and self-isolating with our selected “pods.” Ad- 
ditionally, more neighbors than expected have 
been speaking out and showing support for ra- 
cial equity. We’ve spotted lawn signs, chalked 
driveways, and even handcrafted art made by 
children. It’s been extremely heartwarming. 

Keep the conversation going! What are 
some of your favorite pet-friendly spots in 
North Minneapolis, dear reader? E 
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VOICES 


ACE OF BABES | BY HOLLY PETERSON 


MYSA - A FALL VIBE WE ALL NEED 


Fall was my favorite season all through childhood. I loved loading up 
on new school supplies, crunching through piles of leaves, and walking 
into the warm embrace of my childhood home after a long evening of 
playing in the chilled fall air. There was nothing not to love about fall. Of 
course, my October birthday didn’t hurt any. Whose favorite season isn’t 
birthday season? 

But as I got older, fall felt less like its own season and more like the 
harbinger of winter. Fall became the realization that not only had I not 
spent enough time at the lake that summer, I had also entered yet an- 
other hibernation season with no one to hibernate with. As an asexual 
with panromantic tendencies and literally no patience for people who 
think they can convince me out of my asexuality, fall can be frustrating. 
That flickering romantic piece of my psyche sees hand-holding getting 
less sweaty and wonders if it’s time to get a bigger blanket and share it. 

But something about the dumpster fire that is 2020 has recalibrated 
my love of fall while completely obliterating any associated romantic 
FOMO. At a point in time where the world feels like it has stepped off 
a cliff and entered a terrifying free-fall, gosh knows that we need to in- 
dulge in simple pleasures wherever we can find them. 

And it turns out that fall is chock full of simple pleasures. 

It’s the little things, like going on countless walks and snapping 
countless photos of leaves that continue to take my breath away. It’s the 
medium things, like spending an afternoon with my mom trying to pick 
all the apples off of the tree in her backyard. It’s the big things, like the 
(mostly) unplugged writer’s weekend in Northern Minnesota that I gave 
myself as a birthday present. 

Truth is, it is possible to cozy into the season without another human 
there beside you. I mean, it definitely helps that in the 2020 scheme of 
things, what any of us should be doing is a giant question mark to begin 
with. Sure, there’s the obvious “Donate, Protest, Volunteer, Cry” cycle 
that a lot of us got trapped in, but that’s not sustainable, so why not lean 
into those little, medium, and big things that re-equip us and remind us 
that there are still some nice things around? 

There’s a Swedish verb, mysa (mee-sah), that has resonated hard 
with me this season. Mysa is the action of doing something that makes 
you feel cozy and comfortable, like drinking a latte in a coffee shop or 
bundling up in your favorite flannel and jean jacket combo. It is precisely 
this feeling that I have rediscovered this fall, so it is not surprising that 
when I adopted a cat a couple weeks ago, I named her Mysa. 

Mysa lives up to her name. Her eyes are like tropical oceans and her 
coat is sleek, soft, and perfect. I’m hoping to turn her into an Adventure 
Cat, but considering that her current reaction to a harness is to lay down 
and stare at me, for now we're settling on lots and lots of belly rubs. She 
loves sitting on laps, rubbing her face against anyone she thinks might 
give her attention, and is one of those rare cats that will let you rub her 
belly until you get bored instead of the other way around. She is truly 
mysa in cat-form. 

General catastrophe of 2020 aside, I’m glad that I’ve rediscovered 
the cozy perfection of fall. I have spent hours in the kitchen making fall 
staples like applesauce and butternut squash soup. I have taken walks 
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Mysa. Photo by Holly Peterson 


and bike rides as frequently as possible, enjoying the leaves as they tran- 
sitioned from green to red to gold to brown. I have spent evenings curled 
up under soft blankets with a mug of tea in one hand and a book in the 
other. And, of course, Mysa has been there beside me, reminding me 
that we can get cozy on our own terms and when we do, we'll be ready to 
take the next day by storm. E 


“ My diagnosis doesn’t Disability 


get in the way of living 
my best life.” 


MN 


Your best life, your way. 


Whether facing an immediate concern or planning for 

the future, the experts at the Hub have years of experience 
helping people with disabilities, and the people who 
support them. A free resource. You can ask us anything! 


1-866-333-2466 disabilityhubmn.org Follow us on Facebook! 


washburn-mcreavy.com 
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For a FREE planning guide 
please call 612.377.7841 


Medicare Questions? 


Ask Me. 


Free Medicare Products Zoom Meeting 
for First-timers & Experienced Clients 
Oct. 18 & 25, Nov. 1, 8, 15,22 & 29 
10:30 AM or 1 PM, or Both Sessions 


Perle's of Wisdom™ events are provided by 


CPerlesCo. 


Harvey S. Perle 


Licensed Agent for 
Senior Marketing Strategies (SMS) 
& North Central Insurance Agency 


A No Fees. Ever. 
Call \ aE 


or email to 


Not connected with or endorsed by the US Gov't or the Federal Medicare Program. This is an advertisement. 
For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings, call (651) 303-8889 (TTY: 711) 


ABIITAN 


MILL CITY 


“WHO WILL YOU 
RAISE A GLASS 
TO THIS WEEK?” 


Gather with friends at our award-winning,partner, 
Smith & Porter Restaurant + Bar. It's one of many ways 
our residents and Mêighbors celebrate together. For 
over 150 years, Ecumen has served individuals and 
their families torcreate safe and fulfilling communities. 


A UNIQUE, URBAN LIVING SPACE FOR SENIORS 


Abiitan.org | 612-378-0020 


428 SOUTH 2ND STREET, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 


Independent Living 
Assisted Living 
Memory Care 


Ages 55 and Better 


AN BRUM Livina space QS 


© 2020 Ecumen. Abiitan is a registered trademark of Ecumen. All rights reserved. 
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OUR LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


Fun Face Masks, Serious Voting 


I have not yet gotten sick from the corona- 
virus, and I am doing everything I can to make 
sure I don’t. But I have gotten very sick of the 
coronavirus. It seems like the virus has taken 
over so many aspects of daily life that it has 
crowded out of conversation many other things 
that also need to be talked about and acted 
upon. (We'll talk about some of these issues in 
a bit). 

I am not suggesting that we pretend the 
virus doesn’t exist (as some folks do), or that 
we minimize the threat the pandemic poses (as 
some folks do). I am not saying we throw cau- 
tion to the winds here—let’s keep masking up 
(see below), social-distancing, and practicing 
good hand hygiene. 

By now we all know that’s what we need to 
be doing. We all know how important it is to 
take care of ourselves and others. So let’s just 
do it. 

And, while we’re doing it, let’s add an ele- 
ment of creativity, fun, and sexiness to it. To 
give just one example: Consider how members 
of the leather/BDSM/fetish community have 
applied their creativity to the timely topic of 
face masks. It’s a shame the wearing, or not 
wearing, of face masks during the current 
pandemic has become a political statement. I 
am pleased to note that some members of the 
leather/BDSM/fetish community appear not 
only to have adopted face masks, but to have 
kinked them in the process. 

An online search for “leather face mask” 
will show you all kinds of interesting pictures 
of, well, leather face masks. Black leather. 
Black leather with silver studs. Leather-pride- 
flag masks, or rainbow or bi or trans or almost 
any other fetish flag you can think of—proudly 
emblazoned on a face mask. 

And even before the pandemic, folks into 
puppy play were accustomed to wearing puppy 
masks and headgear, so it’s a no-brainer to 
adapt puppy masks for the Age of COVID-19. 
Search for “puppy play face mask” and see the 
creativity—and the cuteness—on display. 

What about folks into sports gear? Has any- 
one made a face mask that looks like a jock- 
strap? Why, yes—and it doesn’t just look like 
a jockstrap, it is a jockstrap. Actor Emerson 
Collins has made a video of a way to wear a 
jockstrap as a face mask—no sewing neces- 
sary (search for “jockstrap face mask”). If you 
use an athletic supporter with a pocket for a 
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cup, you can even add a filtration layer in the 
pocket. Ingenious! 

Thinking about this topic, I had a few other 
ideas for creatively kinky face masks: How 
about a face mask with a built-in ball gag? 
(Someone has already created one.) Or maybe, 
for age-players, a mask with a built-in pacifier? 
(Not yet created, at least not that I could find. 
There are pacifier face masks for actual infants, 
however.) 

These masks are our newest additions to 
our fetishwear wardrobe, adding a welcome 
bit of fun and style to a current daily necessity. 
I wish we could come up with similar creative 
solutions to some of these other current and 
continuing issues: 

e Many people, including many members 
of the leather/BDSM/fetish community, have 
been hurt by the continuing economic down- 
turn and massive unemployment, making long- 
standing economic inequalities even worse. 

e This country’s healthcare system contin- 
ues to be stressed by the pandemic, and many 
of its citizens are further stressed by threats 
of massive loss of healthcare coverage—at 
the worst possible time, in the middle of a pan- 
demic. 

e Then there are the continuing street pro- 
tests and other consciousness-raising displays 
about the effects of systemic racism—and 
backlash, both politically and physically vio- 
lent, against these protests. 

e All of this is happening against a backdrop 
of mounting environmental disasters: massive 
wildfires on the west coast, unprecedentedly 
powerful hurricanes and flooding in the south, 
and even arare and disastrous derecho in Iowa. 

This is where we find ourselves right before 
a major election. Let’s talk about what we as 
kinky people can do and are doing about these 
issues and this election. Some of us are out 
there joining the protests in the streets. Some 
of us are helping to register voters for the up- 
coming election. I hope all of us are making a 
plan to vote and will stick to that plan. 

Even though the presidential part of this 
year’s election has the highest profile, re- 
member that the election is about much more. 
There are Senate and House seats, as well as 
state senate and state house seats and perhaps 
other local offices to be voted on. Make a plan 
to vote, but also be an informed voter. Investi- 
gating the candidates, and knowing for whom 
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you want to vote —and for whom you don’t 
want to vote—might help strengthen your re- 
solve to actually cast your vote. 

Something has to change or else, as some- 
one said, “there will be a continuation.” I, for 
one, don’t want a “continuation” of the last 
eight months or the last four years—for the 
next four years. 

On Feb. 5, 2008, Senator Barack Obama 
(not yet President Barack Obama) said the fol- 
lowing: 

“Change will not come if we wait for some 
other person or if we wait for some other time. 
We are the ones we've been waiting for. We are 
the change that we seek.” 

Twelve years later, I think these words still 
apply—perhaps even more now than when 
Obama originally said them. Let’s get going. 

Wear a face mask. Practice social distanc- 
ing. Wash your hands. Get involved. Vote. Be 
part of the solution. E 
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BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


HAMNET: A NOVEL 
OF THE PLAGUE 
Maggie O'Farrell Knopf 


$26.95 

This is the story of a mother’s grief and loss; 
how differently male and female confront personal 
tragedy. Summer, 1596; 11-year-old Hamnet 
searches frantically for mother Agnes. Twin sister 
Judith, suddenly stricken, lies ill. Father, called 
only, “the Tutor,” is in London; his mother doesn’t 
hear his shouts. Later, Judith still not improved, 
Hamnet offers to take her place, as they’ve 
swapped in games, and it is he who dies instead, 
before his father manages to reach home. The 
father, broken-hearted, can return to London and 
his plays, Agnes must remain with her grief. Only 
years later, after making her way to London and 
her husband’s theater-her first play-does Agnes 
hear for herself those words he has written offer- 
ing balm for them both. 


SCREWBALL! THE CARTOONISTS 
WHO MADE THE FUNNIES FUNNY 
Paul C. Tumey 
Library of American Comics 
$59.99 

Tumey, a specialist in this singular humor, 
chooses fifteen cartoonists with this particular 
(think MAD’s late Will Elder) turn of mind. Start- 
ing with Frederick Burr Opper (1857-1937) ending 
with Gordon “Boody” Rogers (1904-1966) Screw- 
ball! includes Zim, E.C. Segar, Milt Gross, and oth- 
ers. “Screwball” is nowadays associated with film, 
but the rush, clang and out-of-synch-ness explode 
on paper as well with dizziness, exaggeration, 
individual quirkiness—check Happy Hooligan’s 
tin can hat. Many Sunday pages are printed in full 
color; stories are presented as written, reflecting 
by today’s (dwindling) standards racist and ethnic 
gags of their times. Tumey has chosen lesser 
known works by oft-reprinted artists; George 
Herriman’s Stumble Inn, Rube Goldberg’s Boob 
McNutt. Handsome, large-format Screwball! offers 
hours of frantic, flakey fun! Nov schmoz ka pop? 


SHANI MOOTOO 


HOMECOMING 
Michael Craft Questover Press 
$24.95 

Excitement in Dumont, Wisconsin: 
Favorite son and star, Thad Manning, re- 
turns to direct Home Sweet Humford and 
to buy his old home to raise a family with 
wife Paige. But on the first day’s filming, 
there is a shocking murder. Brody Norris, 
sometime sleuth and full-time architect 
with partner Marson Miles, is there, han- 
dling Mr. Puss’s film debut. The hunt for 
a killer intensifies, just as Brody and Mar- 
son prepare to move into their own new 
home. Then Mark Manning, who raised 
Thad (and was hero of 7 earlier Craft nov- 
els), returns. Many suspects surface, and 
two new lovers rush to buy Brody and 
Marson’s old digs. A grand homecoming- 
for all but one-while throughout Mr. Puss 
purrs wit and wisdom into the mix. 


POLAR VORTEX 
Shani Mootoo Akashic 
$39.95 

A lesbian couple, together six years, 
move from Toronto to a home in an 
isolated island community. Priya is an 
artist, from an Indian family in the West 
Indies, Alex a writer and native Canadian. 
But there’s a third presence, Prakash, a 
Ugandan Indian whose family fled Amin 
and settled in Canada, who Priya met at 
university. Priya had turned him down as 
a suitor years ago, but now he has found 
her new location, and Priya has invited 
him for a weekend. Alex seems un- 
duly displeased, but as the story unfolds 
through Priya’s voice, the balance tips. 
Priya’s story is more complex than she 
has shared with Alex; Prakash may have 
darker intentions for his visit, while Alex 
herself has secrets of her own. E 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTO-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 

4698 or email advertising @ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 

MN ADOPT 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner 
for a diverse business community. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


DISABILITY RESOURCES 

Disability Hub MN 

Free statewide resource to help solve 
problems, navigate the system and plan 
for your future. 

1-866-333-2466 

www.disabilitynubmn.org 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Alzheimer's Association 

Providing free care consultations, 
community education programs, a 24/7 
helpline and support groups throughout 
Minnesota. 

7900 W. 78th St., Ste. 100 

Edina, MN 55439 

Helpline 800-272-3900 

alz.org/mnnd 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


One Heartland 

Camp True Colors for LGBTQ+ youth and 
Camp Heartland for youth impacted by 
HIV/AIDS. 

26001 Heinz Rd. 

Willow River, MN 55795 

(888) 545-6658 

www.oneheartland.org 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.dliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 

www. familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support; public 
education, research and advocacy. 
#HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
(612) 341-2060 General info 
wwwJustUsHealth.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 
800 Transfer Rd. #31 
St. Paul, MN 55114 
(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


Pride Institute 
Provides residential and outpatient 
treatment services for substance use 
disorder and addition exclusively to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

14400 Martin Dr. Eden Prairie, Minnesota 
55344 

2101 Hennepin Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 
55405 

(888) 616-5031 

www.pride-institute.com 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioKk.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
Free admission daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
The nation’s largest professional 
dinner theatre and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 
952.934.1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 
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Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.ithecowlescenter.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
www.icgmc.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


SENIOR SERVICES 


Senior Community Services 
Provides caregiver support, resource 
counseling for seniors, home chores for 
seniors, and Medicare support. 

10201 Wayzata Blvd., #335 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

(952) 541-1019 
www.seniorcommunity.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Minnesota State Parks & Trails 

There are 75 Minnesota state parks and 
recreation areas ready for you to explore! 
(888) 646-6367 

www.mndnr.gov/parks 


Stonewall Sports - Minneapolis 
LGBTQ+ community-based sports 
organization with new dodgeball, kickball 
and tennis seasons starting throughout the 
year. Visit our website to subscribe and 
receive season registration updates. 
www.stonewallminneapolis.org 


TRAVEL 


Destination Northeast 

A hyperlocal tool connecting visitors 
to some of the best parts of Northeast 
Minneapolis. 

2329 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis, MN 
info@destination-ne.us 
www.destination-ne.us 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / 
Art Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
info@Discoverstillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.Discoverstillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 

www. DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 

www. visitduluth.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. 
Volunteering for social & environmental 
causes. 

562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 

The Bridge For Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
other resources for runaway and homeless 
youth. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 

www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


| HAGEN S 2052 
Estimates 7am-5pm -° All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls e 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


Support for Gender Non-Conforming Teens, 
Young Adults, and Their Families 
Elizabeth Freund, LMFT 
Cypress Road 


Life Transition Counseling, LLC 
(612) 718-3966 
elizabeth@cypressroadltc.com 


GUN SHOPS 


ps- YOUR TARGET? i 


WE CAN FIX THAT! 


REAL ESTATE 

f ‘cies 

COLDWELL BANKER Live Wel. Invest Wisely! 
REALTY | l a 

nwalker@cbre Ity.com 

612.8279 ge E 


HOME SERVICES 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REIMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming ° Chipping ° Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing + Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


Serving you for over 100 years! SSSSINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


After a Century of Service - 
We Know Our Business 


612-354-4764 
www.McQuillanBros.com 


LAKE STREET 
DMELLIRG 


(612) 688-9296 
www.lakestreetdwelling.com 


Quantities Limited ° Restrictions Apply 
Income Compliance Required 


TRAVEL AGENCIES 


On the Level Travel 


GREAT DEALS NOW! 
Including on 2021 Travel 


Your warm weather 
destination expert 
Specializing in Cruises 
and the Caribbean 


612-229-6541 


www.ontheleveltravel.com 
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Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


SUBVERSIVE 


It’s official: I’m a subversive, trying to un- 
dermine America. 

At least that’s the position of President 
Trump and his Office of Management and 
Budget, when last month they called my work, 
and that of other diversity and inclusion prac- 
titioners who teach about this country’s racist 
past— “divisive, anti-American propaganda.” 

As a result of that pronouncement, from 
here on out, the government will ban anti- 
racist training for the 2.1 million who make up 
the federal workforce. That means a couple 
million public servants won’t be taught how 
to avoid further harming people who’ve been 
marginalized for hundreds of years. 

Two days later, the president Tweeted that 
he'll sanction any school district that offered 
“1619 Project” teachings to students. As you 
may know, “The 1619 Project,” the brain-child 
of journalist Nikole Hannah-Jones, is an initia- 
tive of The New York Times Magazine that 
teaches about America’s history of enslaving 
black people. Hannah-Jones won a Pulitzer 
Prize for her work on the initiative. 

A couple weeks after the President’s latest 
announcement, a panel of white-color acade- 
micians decried how American history has 
been twisted to make our country look bad. 
As reported by NBC News, the president la- 
mented that schools were teaching “hateful 
lies about this country,” which amounted to “a 
form of child abuse in the truest sense of those 
words.” He then said he planned to establish a 
“1776 Commission” to support patriotic educa- 
tion. 

The president explained, “Our youths [sic] 
will be taught to love America with all their 
heart and all of their souls.” 

There you have it: the only way to love our 
country is to totally ignore its history of en- 
slaving, lynching, terrorizing, and killing. Why 
in the world would we want to remind anyone 
of that sad stuff? After all, in 2020, we’re way 
past racist views and actions, right? 

If the above wasn’t bad enough, the real 
scary thing is that a good 40 percent of Amer- 
ica is in lockstep with President Trump and 
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his enablers on ignoring and revising history. 
How can we make progress in changing things 
if four in ten people simply refuse to sit and 
listen or believe? 

For me, an idealistic transgender woman, 
all of this is extremely personal. As I’ve writ- 
ten before, since 2016, the federal government 
and many states have explicitly targeted trans- 
gender people— entirely with the hope of eras- 
ing us from society’s public view. 

To add more perspective, this will be my 
last column before the November 3 presiden- 
tial election. Many of you reading this are part 
of the “choir,” and get the significance of the 
election for America’s future. However, others 
may fear that with a change in administrations, 
their 401K accounts will suffer or that some- 
how, the country will descend into lawlessness 
and anarchy. 

Let me further remind you, members of 
the LGBTQ “family” and its allies: a long, ugly 
part of America’s history is that we—queer 
people—were considered pariahs, lesser than 
human. Stonewall occurred only because we 
were willing to say “No more” to police harass- 
ment and assaults. The riots were the start of 
us demanding equality. 

What happens when the history-deniers 
turn their attention to us? With what appears 
to be an inevitable conservative-majority Su- 
preme Court, how much easier will it be to roll 
back the progress we’ve made since 1969? 

If you can manipulate history, you can 
manipulate anything. Several columns ago, 
I wrote that the fate of the Republic depends 
on what happens on November 3rd. Please 
remember the stakes when you step into the 
polling booth or complete your mail-in ballot. 
I’m desperately depending on it. E 


Ellen (Ellie) Krug is the author of Getting to El- 
len: A Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender 
Change (2013). She speaks and trains on diversity 
and inclusion topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where 
you can also sign up for her newsletter, The Ripple. 


She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(a 
gmail.com. 
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JAMEZ SITINGS | BY JAMEZ L. SMITH 


DOING 
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TIl see something 
practically nothing 


something so small 
enough 


to tear and shred 
my heart 


TIl see something 
insignificant 


a flash 

and start to cry 

and miss him so much 
in that split second 
everything hurts 


I want to die 


I miss them so much 
Why did they have to die? 


Thank you MACV for all the 
important work you do! 


We thank these ama Widuals fort their donation: 
and encourage you to support these businesses 
who gave toward this cause. 


ACCOLADES | „Șəstus , eoo 
e pn E 


grooming at its finest & E> 


a 
GLENSHEEN oS 


| MENS SPA SALON | [WOMENS SPA SAL( 
Mi EAPOLIS 


beauty at its finest 


wg eee 


TNES 


fons) 
Í West Metro t Metro) 


nest Mero ALMOL tro) 


<€ SUBARU 


i, DENS soe 
~ 2021 ‘Subaru “Outb: acl Cr 
T Go Where tove lakes | 


AV 
Cy 


The 2021 Subaru Outback features standard Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive with up to 33 MPG. 
With upgrades to safety, capability, comfort and technology, the Outback now offers the Subaru 
DriverFocus® Distraction Mitigation System for the first time ever. And it's still designed to be the 
longtasting and dependable adventure companion you love. 
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7801 LYNDALE AVENUE S. BLOOMINGTON, MN 55420 
www.bloomingtonsubaru.com | 763-392-9959 


